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AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

Statement by Member for Ocean Reef 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [5.53 pm]: Earlier this year I had the great privilege to be selected as the lead 
delegate in the Australian political exchange program to the Philippines, which involved a visit from 3 to 9 
October. The program is run through the Australian Political Exchange Council in conjunction with the 
Philippine Council of Young Political Leaders. I would like to thank both of these organisations for the 
opportunity to attend and for the amazing program they organised for us. This was a unique opportunity to 
expand our understanding of the political system of one of our near neighbours. We could not have asked for 
greater levels of access, meeting the Executive Secretary of the Cabinet, the Speaker of Congress and the 
President of the Senate, as well as presidential candidates and many senators, members of Congress, governors 
and local government elected members. We also had many meetings with business leaders, educational 
institutions and not-for-profit groups, coming away with an insight into Filipino politics that I believe can be 
gained only through experiencing it. The experience also included visiting different aspects of the beautiful 
tropical island nation such as Manila; Subic Bay; Dumaguete and Bais on Negros Oriental; and the island of 
Bohol, to name just a few. I thank my fellow delegates for their support, friendship and the excellent 
bipartisanship that we were able to show in the company of our hosts. I also thank Geoff Barnett, our executive 
officer from the Australian Political Exchange Council. I have come away with a great affection for the Filipino 
people and for their beautiful country and I have also developed a strong interest in their political systems. I will 
watch their upcoming elections and future political direction with great interest. 
 


